
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: What We Need and How We Get It         Unit: 3 

Target Course/Grade Level:     Second Grade                            Timeline: 8-10 forty minute sessions                            

Unit Summary  

This unit will allow students to understand that the goods we use come from all over the 

world and the place in which something is created depends on the resources available in 

that region of the world. Students will also gain an understanding that the cost/speed of 

transportation also determines the location on the globe that something is manufactured. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: science, math, art 

21
st
 century themes and skills: world economics, problem solving, environmental consciousness, 

Unit Rationale  

We are all consumers and what we buy in the market place will determine what is made all 

over the world.  Where something is made is an important component affecting the cost of 

these goods to the consumer. What each of us consumes influences the use of all 

resources. 

Learning Targets 

Standards:  

6.1: U.S History: America in the World:  All students will acquire the knowledge and 

skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures and 

environment shape the American heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values and 

productive citizens in local, national and global communities. 

9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

Advancement in science and technology can have unintended consequences that impact individuals 

and/or societies. 

People make decisions based on their needs, wants and the availability of resources. 

Economics is a driving force for the occurrence of various events and phenomena in societies. 

Interaction among various institutions in the local, national and global economies influence 

policymaking and societal outcomes. 

Availability of resources affects economic outcomes. 

Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced by the global 

market and government. 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 



Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
9.1.4.C.1 Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing 

tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the 

United States. 

6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. 

6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions 

taken to address them. 

6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their 

communities. 

6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence 

decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. 

6.1.4.C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers. 

6.1.4.C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 

6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and 

services. 

6.1.4.C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are 

interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world 

community. 

6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the 

world differently. 

6.1.4.C.7 Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced by 

the global market and government. 

Unit Essential Questions 

How do peoples wants and needs affect 

the earth? 

How responsible are you at caring for 

planet earth? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Everything we eat and use in our lives 

comes from someplace on the earth. 

 Our demand for food and things affects 

other people, communities and the earth. 

 Where something is created depends on 

the skills, cost and resources in that 

place. 

 Objects are created by machines and or 

human power. 

 Transportation moves goods to the market 

place so we can have them. 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 

 Compare a want to a need and evaluate our own use of resources as wants/needs. 

 Identify various global locations that many of our goods/food comes from. 
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 Explore the economic reasons items are provided by the countries they come from. 

 Explain how goods are made and how people help in this process. 

 Name and explain how transportation assists in the process of bringing goods to us. 

 Discuss the affect the demand for goods has on the earth. 

 Determine ways to reduce the affect of our own demand for goods on the earth. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Create a timeline of the various steps taken to create a common used good and the necessary 

transportation to bring it to our market place.  

and/or 

Test covering all the components of the unit.  

and/or 

Design a way to communicate to others the need to reduce their carbon footprint. 

Equipment needed:  

World map  

Carbon Footprint Project Participation Award 

 

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

Making a Difference: Second Grade Social Studies Text 

Carbon Footprint Article  w/ Talk About it Questions 

Carbon Footprint Family Project 

United Streaming Videos: Baseball Bat Factory; Farm to Table; Making Clothing from PET 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

Observe students during various class activities, discussions and their work on various class  

assignments such as: 

Listing country of origin for multiple things owned by student 

Looking at world map that is marked with country of origin of items used by class and determining 

the reasons most of our things come from outside USA 

Creating a list of ways to reduce carbon footprint. 

 

Integration of Technology:  

http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/kids_home.aspx calculate carbon footprint of your classroom 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/11/g35/belongings.html lesson plan listing 

resources to use to teach this unit 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/index.html you can manipulate this map to see 

the information you need for your lesson.  
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http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/kids_home.aspx a carbon footprint calculator 

http://www.mywonderfulworld.org wonderful resource for all second grade social study units 

http://www.storyofstuff.com video about how earth is affected by our need for stuff  

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Finding a variety of goods used at home and record their country of origin. 

Finding country locations on class map based on recorded list of goods and their country of origin 

either independently or with partner help. 

Carbon Footprint project allows for each family/child to develop their own way to reduce their own 

carbon footprint. 

Any additional research done by curious child on related topic. 

Teacher Notes: 
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